Photography with Soul: LOMO R 5Iii: Lomo

There’s photography, and then there’s Lomography. In Lomography, the images are more colorful and less
clear. There is also something unusual about the light, as there are often strange shadows around the edges
of the photos. Lomographic pictures can seem both real and unreal at the same time, and looking at one

can be an intense experience. It’s no wonder that so many people love their Lomo cameras.
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The original Lomo camera was designed and built by a state-run Soviet company in St. Petersburg. In 1991,

it was discovered by an Austrian company called Lomographische A.G., which signed an exclusive deal to
distribute and market the camera worldwide. Today there are several different models; each produces a
unique visual effect. They are cheap, simple, and very easy to use. The motto of the manufacturer is “don’t
think, just shoot.”
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In its marketing materials, the company encourages so-called “Lomographers” to follow ten golden rules,
like taking the camera with you wherever you go, using it whenever you feel the urge, and generally making
it part of your life. They seem to imply that buying this camera can make life creative, interesting, and fun.

It’s a way to show you’re the free-spirited, artistic type.
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Supported by the company, camera enthusiasts also established a group called the Lomographic Society,
which is based in Vienna. They organize exhibits, workshops, competitions, and user meetings, and also put
out an online magazine. Their efforts help promote the camera and the Lomo brand around the world. So
whether you fancy yourself an artist, or just want to take some striking photos, you might want to give

Lomography a try.
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—by Dmitri Detwyler


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lomography
http://www.sovietcams.com/index.php?-1835323252
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Petersburg
http://www.insideview.com/directory/lomographische-ag

Vocabulary

intense [in  tens] adj. FRZIH

exclusive [1k * sklusiv] adj. A1), 5K

distribute [d1 * stribjut] v. (FLfEH R 2k . 4

unique [ju * nik] adj. JH4EK

motto [ * mato] n. HE4i 54

manufacturer [ maenjo * faektfora] n. #iliE, |

urge [3d3] n. #FIMEEE; Wah; JAYIESK a strong impulse, inner drive, or yearning
imply [1m ° plar] v. B57R; EKE

free-spirited [~ fri ° sprritzid] adj. H B EAER; 2R unrestrained personally, as by convention or obligation
put out: /iR, %47 to publish

More Information

photography [fs * tagrofi] n. i

Lomography [ls * magraft] n. S

Lomographic [,loma * greefik] adj. ‘REFFM

state-run: [EZ 1) controlled by the government

deal [dil] n. 325

golden rule: = 2[5 00; K47 A#EN any important principle

fancy: [~ feensi]v. [11] #2%, ##H imagine



